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TAGS: TBIO, OSCI, SW 

SUBJECT: NIH REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING GRANT REVIEW 
SYSTEMS 

REF: STATE 9279 

1. MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL PROVIDED ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS KEYED 
TO FIRST PARAGRAPH IN REFTEL AS FOLLOWS: 

lA. PEER REVIEW MEETINGS ARE NOT HELD; WRITTEN REVIEWS ARE 
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. 

IB. PEER REVIEW MEETINGS ARE NOT HELD, HOWEVER, ACCORDING 
TO SWEDISH LAW ALL MATERIALS (INCLUDING APPLICATIONS) WHICH 
HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE RESEARCH COUNCIL(S) ARE OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC (OFFENTLIG HANDLING). IF AN APPLICANT INTENDS TO USE 
MATERIAL MAKING UP PART OF OR THE WHOLE APPLICATION, HE CAN ASK 
THE COUNCIL TO LABEL PART OR THE WHOLE APPLICATION SECRET 
(HEMLIGSTAMPLING ENLIGT SEKRETESSLAGEN). IF SUCH A REQUEST IS 
GRANTED BY THE COUNCIL THE MATTER IS TREATED ACCORDING TO 
SPECIAL RULES WHICH EXCLUDE ANY DISCLOSURE TO THE PUBLIC OR 
OTHERS WHO MAY HAVE A VESTED INTEREST EVEN IF THEY ARE MEMBERS 
OF THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES. 
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IC. THE INVESTIGATOR OR THE INVENTOR HAS THE SOLE RIGHT TO 

A PATENT. IF A PATENT IS GRANTED AND THE INVESTIGATOR EARNS MONEY 
"WITH THE PATENT AS A BASE" HE IS ASKED TO REIMBURSE THE COUNCIL 
UP TO A MAXIMUM OF THE TOTAL SUM OF THE GRANT AWARDED. IN 
SWEDEN, APPLICATION FOR A PATENT IS SUBMITTED AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE AS THE ONE WHO FIRST APPLIES IS AWARDED PATENT RIGHTS. 

AFTER EIGHTEEN (18) MONTHS THE PATENT IS MADE PUBLIC, PROVIDED 
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THE APPLICATION IS STILL PENING. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED SOME INEORMATION ON JANUARY 19 FROM 

(A) THE NORWEGIAN RESEARCH COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND THE HUMANI- 
TIES, SECTION C. MEDICINE; 

(B) NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE OF 
FINLAND, AND 

(C) THE DANISH RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION. INFORMATION WILL BE 
FORWARDED TO NIH AS SOON AS AVILABLE. 

SMITH 
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